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PATENT 


A METHOD OF CREATING A MENTAL IMPRESSION OF 
COMPATIBLE INDUSTRIAL AUTOMATION DEVICES 

Technical Field 

The present invention is related to the marketing and brand identifying 
of industrial automation devices. 
Background of Invention 

Typically, particular industrial automation devices have a unique look 
and therefore they do not appear, on their face, compatible with other industrial 
automation devices. 

For one selling multiple types of industrial automation devices which 
are compatible, there is a need to develop a mental impression on a consumer 
or user that such devices are compatible. 

This invention is directed to solving this and other problems. 
Summary of the Invention 

It is an object of the invention to provide a method for creating a mental 
impression of compatible industrial automation devices. 

In accordance with the invention, the devices are housed in substantially 
transparent housings to create a visual impression, and the visual impression is 
promoted as indicative of compatibility to create the mental impression of 
compatible industrial automation devices. 

It is contemplated that the housings are tinted, preferably a shade of 

green. 

It is further contemplated that portions of the housings are not 
substantially transparent. Preferably, the transparent portion of the housing 


would be combined with a front face plate that is not substantially transparent. 

It is still further contemplated that the devices are operatively 
interconnected. 

Other advantages and aspects of the present invention will become 
apparent upon reading the following description of the drawings and detailed 
description of the invention. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

FIGURE 1 is a diagram of an exploded housing of one device indicating 
the substantially transparent aspect of the housing; 

FIGURE 2 shows devices in substantially transparent housings linked 
together; and 

FIGURE 3 is a drawing of a transparent housing with internal 
components visible. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiment 

While this invention is susceptible of embodiments in many different 
forms, there is shown in the drawings and will herein be described in detail a 
preferred embodiment of the invention with the understanding that the present 
disclosure is to be considered as an exemplification of the principles of the 
invention and is not intended to limit the broad aspect of the invention to the 
embodiment illustrated. 

The present invention is directed to a method of creating a mental 
impression of compatible industrial automation devices. 

A typical industrial automation device 100, such as a programmable 
logic controller, is illustrated in FIG. 1. The device 100 includes one or more 
components 102, 104, and 106 which reside within a substantially transparent 
housing 108. The components 102, 104, and 106 can be visually seen through 
the substantially transparent housing 108. The components 102, 104, and 106 
occupy the housing 108 and their presence and placement are observable by one 
viewing the device 100. 

Referring to FIG. 2, industrial automation devices 108, 120, 122, 124, 


and 126 are communicatively linked and interconnected together by a 
conventional network bus 128. Device components 102, 104, and 106 residing 
in device 108 are the components to be plugged into the housing. Other 
industrial automation devices 120, 122, 124, and 126 are present in this 
configuration. The devices 118, 120, 122, 124, and 126 each include housings 
which are substantially transparent to create and promote a perception, to a 
purchaser and/or user of the devices, indicative of compatibility. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a transparent industrial automation device 
housing 130 has its internal components visible. The transparent housings may 
be tinted a uniform color, preferably green. Portions of the housings potentially 
are not substantially transparent. For example, the housing may have a face 
plate that is not substantially transparent. 

While the specific embodiment has been illustrated and described, 
numerous modifications come to mind without significantly departing from the 
spirit of the invention, and the scope of protection is only limited by the scope 
of the accompanying claims. 


